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Alex, the Oakville financial consultant, learned of restoration when researching a university

paper on human sexuality and was intrigued by the discovery that something lost could be
found again. “My parents are immigrants and knew nothing about circumcision, so when the
Toronto doctor talked about it at my birth, they both presumed my dad had been circumcised
—which speaks a lot to the notion of informed consent.” In 1999, Alex’s first attempts at the
process proved futile. He used only tape, no strapping, and his cursory search of the Internet
had given him little idea of what he was actually doing. He gave up. Then his wife, Holly,
became pregnant with their son, and circumcision was once again a topic of conversation. Five
years after his first experiment, Alex embarked on a more comprehensive search of exactly

what could be done.

Holly was surprised at his wishes. “My reaction was, Gosh!” says the auburn-haired math

teacher who’d never actually experienced a foreskin. “I told him that I loved his penis just the
way it was. But he would talk about this piece of his own body that he hadn’t been allowed to
experience, that was taken away without his consent. He felt that nature must have intended it

for something. I think the best word for him was wistful.”
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The Canadian Children’s Rights Council, a non-profit advocacy organization, takes the position
that “all Canadian children, both male and female, should be protected by the criminal laws of
Canada with regards to this aggravated assault.” No other amputation of a child’s healthy tissue

is permitted on a parent’s preference. Activists hope that routine circumcision may one day
follow the death throes of bloodletting and incantations, and that men will never have to resort
to T-tape, skin grafts and gallon jugs of milk again.
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