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LETTERS

MEDICAID COVERAGE OF NEWBORN CIRCUMCISION: A HEALTH
PARITY RIGHT OF THE POOR
Brian J. Morris, DSc, Stefan A. Bailis, PsyD, Jake H. Waskett , Thomas E. Wiswell, MD and
Daniel T. Halperin, PhD
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We applaud Leibowitz et  al. for describing the adverse impact  on public health of  the withdrawal by 16
states of  Medicaid coverage for male circumcision.1 However, we are alarmed by a subsequent let ter by
ant icircumcision lobbyists, in which the evidence regarding circumcision is thoroughly misrepresented.2

Their claims f lat ly contradict  the bulk of  the legit imate medical literature demonstrat ing that male
circumcision protects against  urinary t ract  infect ions, HIV, HSV-2, syphilis, chancroid, thrush, bacterial
accumulat ion, human papillomavirus, penile (and possibly prostate) cancer, local inf lammation (balanit is),
phimosis, paraphimosis, sexual problems with age, and, in female partners, human papillomavirus, cervical
cancer, HSV-2, chlamydia, and bacterial . . . [ Full Text ]
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